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glass in its windows, only adjustable shutters; thus in wet weather they are compelled to sit in almost total darkness if they wish to keep the rain out. Lou thought this very dull work, and asked them to come here for a couple of days ; and really they have greatly cheered us up, Mrs. F------, a delightful old lady, keeping us entertained with most amusing stories. To-day Lloyd
and  Miss F------went off to visit the banana
patch and the cacaos together; but as the hours passed with no sign of their return we began to be afraid lest they had lost themselves in the bush, and finally sent off all the boys to hunt in different directions. Henry accompanied one party, having armed himself with his clarionet, on which, as he explained, he would play reassuring harmonies that would guide home the strayed ones. Unfortunately he is not quite as completely master of his instrument as he thinks, and when his performances reached the ears of the wanderers on their way back, they thought they were the screeches either of some unfamiliar wild animal, or of some equally untamed black boys, and they hid among the trees till they could find out which it was !! As to themselves, they had never exactly been lost, but had wandered too far and were obliged to return by the bed of a river, which in this land of waterfalls and rapids is not easy work. They say they came across so many watercourses that ' Vailima' seems ta be no misnomer after all.